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yet more still they react on public opinion, and so shape
their time to their own opinions. So with Luther. To grasp
the significance of his work it is needful to see where he
merely took up a movement'already started, and also how
far he gave a new turn to its direction.
A scholarly knowledge of ancient Greek was, during the
greater part of the Middle Ages, a very rare accomplishment The
even in Constantinople, and in other parts of Europe it was {earning
almost non-existent.   But in Italy at the close of the four-
teenth century, and especially during the fifteenth century,
came a great revival of the study of ancient Greek.   An Greek
interest in Greek once stimulated in Italy, there came
a demand for Greek writings to read.    These were first
the classical writers, and above all Plato.   Curiosity, once
stirred, spread.   Classic Greek revived classic Latin;  and The
the Italian Renaissance took the shape of a classic revival
in letters and art.   To it the world owes an amazing debt
in scholarship, sculpture, literature, painting.   But it does
not owe the Reformation.   The spirit of the New Learning
showed no signs of being in any way anti-papal.   It would
study, comment, and criticize; but it would do nothing.
Yet in Italy, as elsewhere through Europe, there was much
that needed doing.  While the New Learning was rekindling The
Italian scholarship, the Church, as illustrated by its leaders Church
the popes, seemed to be decaying in morals and influence.
Even so honest and well-meaning a pope as Pius II could Decline
not raise a spark of real enthusiasm in his attempt to stir Papacy
Europe once more to drive back the Turks.   The days of(147
crusading zeal were past.   Gradually, from 1470 onwards,
the popes slipped intdf what was going on around them.
They became Italian princes, seeking to build up for the The Pope
Church a strong principality.  Only by having such a strong Prince
principality, so it was thought, could the papacy maintain
its independence against the Italian princes.
Still, the manifold abuses of the time, the emptiness of
the Papacy, the alliance that was growing closer between